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“Qipao is a one-of-a-kind product,” says Zhang. He tailors the garments on the basis of each customer’s figure. He takes more than 20 measurements to ensure the uniqueness of every dress, and uses different fabrics and designs to suit each person’s body shape. Zhang has also adjusted his designs to keep pace with changing tastes. The modern qipao usually has a zipper stitched on one side, and fake fasteners on the front. Traditionally, the front was fastened by pankou knots, but generally these are now only used for decoration, which also saves time when the garment is put on.

